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SUBJECT: Vice President's Visit to Europe and Followup

- , . , <, DL

It 1s important that we do not lose tne positive thrust of

the Vice President's visit by actions here that would give
contrary signals to tre uuropeans. It is particularly
important that we build on this pcsitive base at least through
Marcn o, date of the German elections.

I tave just learned that there is a possibility of an
overall foreign policy speech tha: is planned for trhe President
tentatively before an audience of imerican Legionaires.

I think this would be most inavpropriate at this time

The Presicdent can not make a sceech of this type without
using z part cf the spsech to discuss our defense and military
capacizty. Wwhlle obvicusly this muzt be discussed a- sone tine,
céoing 1t prior to Marchn 6 Gernman =lactions will only cause
TUIlTean Lvress Lo foCus on tnat Tart of fhe nessagze zhas
R DA "'ﬂ:‘v--',',:f:;" ~ - =aa :'“— =] _:':::‘vf?-—\*' o A e
arms =luczican.

WOUuld L2 a 'r giving mixed sicnals...a
zart 2f ocur oooscple in Zurscre.  An
c2 ccnrnesad ceonls 13 zlzo
trriace ac Sa&me reason.
RECCHMMIYDATION

However, we stroncgly recommend tha: the President followup
cne Vice President's visit with a short, clear, spesch
outlining American policy on arms reduction. It is needed =o
Teemprasize the Vice President's trin., It is needed to clearly
positicn the President as cthe leadszsr in ssexing worls peace.
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Precgident should emphasiie &
in: zhe stratecic arms raduc
3 ZI% reduction in strategic
fact, and one thnat is not w
ited States and in EZurope.

Proposal undercuts the previous nuclzar freeze
and we should make this point strongly in view of
ing cemonstration in Washington on March 7 and 8..

imination of Intermediate Range Weaoons. rollowing
ne of identifying the Presidzant as the initiator of
arms readuction exglain the President's proposal to
of an entire category of weapcns {(the INF proposal
iniciative alsc completely undercuts the Freagze
oge)

. Pernaps wonder could be expresssd tha: peace groups an
tne frseze movenent are noticeably absent from supcort of thi
Izsue wihich cces far beveond fhelr curran: rrozositions.  Whuo

3. IZIxgess Cavaciiv?  The truzh, less = 10
RS ‘C.Tne Presiisnt snould poin: cus .22 In
STIETSTLC armE necatonnags tne United S szantiall
S233 n.Cl2E7 WS3DOA3 Iolay than it onad anaG
Sontindes to raduce 1is excess cacacity
Taintaining only what is necessary for

Znis woull nhelp overconme the feeling of cole tnacx
w2 <onstantly add more and who are not aware ¢ size of
2 deterent 1s substantially less “han it v in the pa

=. Positive Gesture. As a gesture of - 2ing
Zeslirze O reduce nuli2ar weaTonry, the Presid veech
snculd anncunc2 his cemmitnment to remove 1,30 zr snhells
Irsn Zurcpe tnls year.
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in 3Unnary the speech should ve snort, 10-15
simple, clear in its statement in the President!
goals in arms reduction and under no circumstar
with anv cf cur defense vosture., I.E., mentic
any otner weapons syscem OL tnat nature,

The sceech snould pe delievered prior to March &,
Germarn =lzctzions, and 1% 3nhould e desliivered bafore an ac
TIoAT WTULZ Z: oaproroorizca

it rnas Dbeen suggested that the Washington Di D¢Oﬂ tic
Corps would b2 appropriate, I would endorse this.

Alternativelv he could speak to & young audience..e.g.
university, That woculd demonstrate that we want vuDIi¢ support
for our poclicy and incdicate the President's commitment to build
a future of peace and security.

Conclusion .We should ¢éo nothing to undercut the positive
momencun ¢ the Vice President,

One of our proslams in the past has been cornfilicting
signals to Zurop=ans which cancel out or confuse our messages
and ar= creating increasing creditably problems aboui our true
positions.

AT th does not need to have its
views asou reassured It is our
commitmanc sincerityv t¢ achizve :thnat and
our cImniz 2w oand itsg Alliance wrnich
mogt Z= 2rn

RS,
/ -’
Z: AAA
: Peter Z. Dallsyv, Zhairnan
2olic Dizlomacy Comniztee
fololit Wick
. Taglsczurger
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